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b.    Establish  a  system  of  credits  whereby  the  workers may borrow money for a long term of years at a low rate of interest to build their own homes.
c.    Encourage, protect,  and  extend credit to voluntary, non-profit making housing and joint-tenancy associations.
d.    Exempt from taxation and grant other subsidies for houses constructed for occupancy of their owners.
e.    Relieve municipalities  from  the  restrictions  preventing them from undertaking proper housing plans and engaging in other necessary enterprises relating to the workers' welfare and fitting habitation.
/. Encourage and support the erection and maintenance of houses where the workers may find lodging and nourishing food during the periods of unemployment.
We should no longer hesitate in forcing unused lands into use by exempting all improvements from taxation and by placing a tax on non-productive the same as on productive land.
Legislation should therefore be devised for the purpose of preventing the holding of land out of use and to secure for the Government, if not all, at least a part of the unearned increment of land.
In dealing with this question individually, the existing conditions present problems which seem almost hopeless of solution, but we are fast getting beyond the individual point of view to the development of collective planning and rebuilding. In that development alone lies our main hope.
There is developing very rapidly a public demand that every worker shall be provided with a decent, fitting, sanitary, and comfortable home. The wage earners of America are deserving of this new conception of life and living and are entitled to no less.
This, then, is the inspiration, the motive, and one of the ultimate objects of the American Federation of Labor.